THE 


ANSWER 


Of theSWORN CLERKS in Chancery, to the SIX 
CLERKS Calc. 


[1] t- HAT the Six Clerks were Ancient Officers is admitted, and if this Paragraph reſpeds 
only what they were at their firſt Inſitution ; tis own'd, they were then Men of great 
Abilities and Judgment in the Pra&ice of the Court, But 1f it reſpe&ts what they 
now are, and for many Tears paſt have been, ® 1s utterly deny'd ; for Al who have 
been of late admitted into thoſe Places, have been bred to Trade, and other Profeſſions, foreign to 
that Employment, and wholly unexperienc'd m the Praftice and Buſineſs of the Court, and uncapable 

of Diſcharging the Duty of their Places according to their firſt Inſtitution, 

That they have Free-holds in their Offices is not deny'd : So have the Sworn Clerks alſo. 

[2] 2. As the Buſineſs of the Court increaſed, there was a Neceſſity of increaſing the Clerks 
whereupon a certain number of Clerks were Conſtituted ; Stiled Sworn Clerks, who were Admit- 
ted and Sworn into their Offices by the Maſter -of the Rolls; Had fetled Fees, allow'd them by 
the Court, as belonging to their Offices, and are neither Servants to, nor receive Wage; from the 
Six Clerks ; but on the contrary, pay them the Fees they recerve. 

[3] 3. The Six Clerks ſhew how unacquaimted they are with the Buſineſs of the Court, when 
they ſay, the Sworn Clerk's Duty 1s only to Copy or Tranſcribe Records : They ought to 
know, it is the Sworn Clerks proper Buſmeſs, to draw all Writs, Decrees, and Diſmiſſions ; 
Adviſe the Clyents, as to Matters of Practice and Correſpond with them ; and that they 
do Tranſa& the whole Buſineſs of the Attorneys of the Court ; and #s ſuch are forced to give 
very large Credit. They are not Sworn for the reaſons in the Caſe only ; but for that they do the 
Buſineſs the Six Clerks anciently did, to which they now are, and for many Years paſt have been 
litter Stangers. ; ; : 

[4] 4. It's acknowledged, the Six Clerks do ſtill retain the Name of Attorneys ce Court, but 
little more except their Fees. *Tis true, they Attend the Court at JPeſimmſter mi Term-Time, but 
being unacquainted with the Merits of the Cauſes, do the Suitors no Service therein, the Sworn 
Clerks always Attending at the ſame time. They alſo ſhould give a daily Attendance forthe 
Filing Records, and Regular keeping thereof 5 but how they perform either part of this their 
Duty, is too Notorious to be here mſerted. | 

That they are, or for ſome Ages have been efteen'd Clerks in Court, is utterly deny'd ; 
for it's well known, to all that Pra&ice there, That the Sworn Clerks, and they only, are the 
Clerks in Court. And all Notices, Warrants, &9c. are conſtantly ſervd on them and none 
elſe ; neither are the Six Clerks (as they athrm) reſponſible to the Suitor in any Caſe, ſave 
only, for Records in their Cuſtody. And as to their ſuggeſtion of providing the Six Clerks 
Office, it's certain they have no Intereſt therein, but in Truſt for the Court, for they can 
neither Diſpoſe or Alien the ſame. And as to Taxes and Servants, the Sworn Clerks pay much 
more than the Six. 

[5] 5. This Paragraph ſeems to arraign the Wiſdom and Fuſtice of the Legiſlature, by Inſinuating. 
That the Clauſe in the late A& for giving a Recompence to the Sworn Clerks, in Lieu of the 
Tenor of the Bill, tends to the Oppreſion of the Subje# : Whereas *tis Evident, That the Par- 
liament looking upon that Bill, to be an unneceſſary Charge to the Suitor, thought fit to take it 
away ; but being a Fee mtrely belonging to the Sworn Clerks, who only Manage and Tranſa& the 
Suitors Buſineſs, thought 1t but juſt to recompence them for it, out of a part of the Fees uſually 
paid to the Six Clerks, rightly conſidering they are now become of no uſe to the Suitor. 

As to the Five Clauſes that make up what they call their humble Repreſentation, they ap- 

_ pear to be weak and frivilow. 

[1] 1. The firſt of them is conceived to be very Untrue, and a RefleFion on the Legi/lature ; whe- 
ther it be ſo or not is humbly ſubmitted to their Determination. 

2] 2. The ſecond is Trifling, to ſay the recompence intended was for Labour, whereof the 
Sworn Clerks are freed, fince-it's well known, It was given for the Loſs of the moſt confidera- 
ble of their Fees, which the Court thought fit to give them at a time, when it was Decreed their 
number ſhould be but Sixty, and when they gave much leſs Credit to their Clyents, than 
now they are forced to do. 


As to the Infinuation, * That it ſeems very extraordinary, to encreaſe the Servant's Wages 


© becauſe their Maſters have leſs ſor them to do. It is a Refle#ion both Untrue and Impertinent 


3- 4, 5- As to the Three remaining -Paragraphs ( the firſt whereof is unintelligible) th 

4] worn Clerks do humbly Infiſt, That the Recompence does ol ſho ah L Los, an art Þ.... 
[5]9 the Conſtrufion the Six Clerks would put upon the Clauſe in the A& ; the Equivalent will 
| "not amount to near an Eighth Part of the Lofs to the Sworn Clerks : Neither is it a Juſt or 
Fair way of Arguing in the Six Clerks, to ſay that the Plaintiffs Clerk, or the Defendants 
Clerk (in Town Cauſes) ſuſtain no Loſs by taking away the Tenor of the Bill z fince they cannot 


but know, that the Recompence was intended in Groſs, for the whole Loſs the Sworn Clerks 
would ſuſtain thereby, 


And therefore they humbly hope, there will be no reaſon to Repeal or 
Explain the Clauſe in the ſaid AR, for the Jake of Officers alto- 
gether es uſeleſs as the Tenor of the Bull. 


